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Youngsters and also the ladies have been exploited everywhere around the globe in one way 

or another, several ways in which are overtly followed against them whereas some are deeply coated 

behind the curtains, feminine reproductive organ Mutilation(FGM) is one such grotesque method of 

exploitation of young women. The practice refers to the forceful cutting or manipulation of the private 

parts of young girls in the name only of cultural and spiritual beliefs. It reflects the deep-seated 

difference between the sexes and constitutes an extreme kind of discrimination against women. This 

paper is aimed toward explaining the meaning and therefore the} procedures and techniques 

concerned during this derogative follow together with the harmful effects that it's on the life and 

dignity of the people and the reasons behind its prevalence within the society. The paper also deals 

with the position of this practice in Asian countries and internationally. it's nearly continuously 

administrated on minors so may be a violation of the rights of children. The practice is aimed at 

gender inequality and tries to manage women's sexuality, and concepts concerning purity, modesty, 

and beauty. This paper is an endeavor to spotlight the hidden existence of this life-threatening 

practice behind the curtain of culture and faith in India. 
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Concept of feminine reproductive organ Mutilation 

According to World Health Organization1, Female genital injury (FGM) contains all 

procedures that involve partial or total removal of the external female genitalia, or alternative 

injury to the feminine genital organs for non-medical reasons. it's additionally referred to as 

"female circumcision" or "cutting", and by other terms corresponding to sunna, gudniin, 

halalays, tahur, megrez, and khatna, among others. Cultural and social factors for performing 

                                                           
1 Female Genital Mutilation, Facts sheet, WHO http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs241/en/ accessed on March 16, 

2017. 
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arts FGMThe communities that follow this cruel method claim to possess numerous 

sociocultural factors inside families and communities. tho' no nonsecular scripts inflict the 

practice, practitioners often believe it to possess religious support. non secular leaders take 

varied positions with relevance to FGM: some promote it, some take into account it is 

extraneous to religion, et al. contribute to its elimination. In most societies, wherever FGM is 

practiced, it's thought about as a cultural tradition, that is usually} used as an associate 

argument for its continuation. the foremost commonly cited reasons are: 

1 Where FGM may be a social convention (social norm), the social pressure to adapt to 

what others do and are doing, similarly because they have to be compelled to be 

accepted socially and also the concern of being rejected by the community, are robust 

motivations to preserve the practice. In some communities, FGM is sort of universally 

performed and unquestioned. 

2 FGM is usually thought about as a necessary part of raising a girl and the simplest 

way to arrange her for adulthood and marriage. 

3 FGM is often driven by beliefs about what's considered acceptable sexual behavior. It 

aims to make sure ceremony conditions and marital fidelity. FGM is in several 

communities believed to cut back a woman's physical attraction and so believed to 

assist her to resist illicit sexual acts. once a canal gap is roofed or narrowed (type 3), 

the concern of the pain of opening it, and also the concern that this may be found out, 

is anticipated to discourage illicit gender among ladies with this kind of FGM. 

4 FGM is related to cultural ideals of muliebrity and modesty, which embody the notion 

that women are clean and delightful once they remove body components that are 

thought-about unclean, unwomanly, or male. The erectile organ is said because 

the „Haram kiboti‟ or „sinful piece of flesh‟ is a recognition of its biological role in 

women‟s orgasms and libido. 

Female reproductive organ injury In India 

In India, FGM is practiced by the DawoodiBohra community, which may be a sect of 

the Shia- Muslims, prevalent in Western Asian countries primarily (Gujarat and Maharashtra) 

who are LED by the Syedna(community head). it's a small community, girls are typically 

circumcised simply once/before they attain puberty. So, the matter, even though unjust, gets 

buried within the girls‟ minds like every traditional method like menstruation. In the Bohra 

community, the following is termed as "Khatna” during which solely an area of the erectile 

organ hood or the prepuce on top of the body structure of the erectile organ is cut 
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in distinction to African Countries wherever the whole external genitalia, clitoris, and also 

the labium and Majora are cut, after which the vaginalpassage is sewn up – a method referred 

to as infibulation is followed. . a number of the explanations embody family honor, 

increasing pleasance for the male, enhancing fertility, social acceptance (especially for 

marriage) and preservation of virginity/chastity. Usually, a girl‟s own mother or grandma 

takes her for the performance of this follow which ends up in the complete betrayal of a 

child‟s trust. It was a discreet activity within the community that only a few knew outside the 

community. The practice came on the front once a Jemaah Islamiyah leader was jailed over 

feminine reproductive organ injury in Australia. The mother and also the former nurse 

concerned with the female genital injury of 2 sisters, aged six and seven, are spared jail. The 

Supreme Court in Australia is guilty of him being the leader of the following FGM. This 

incident helped in the gap in secrecy concerning the practice. In response to the increasing 

protest against the practice, on the twenty-five Gregorian calendar month of 2016, the Syedna 

in Mumbai, MuffadlalMaula10 overtly exhorted his followers to follow FGM.“The 

procedure, the procedure, the procedure has got to happen! If it's a man, then it is right, it is 

openly, and if it is a girl then discreetly however it must be done. You perceive what I'm 

attempting to talk about, you perceive properly. within the man it's open, in ladies it is secret, 

however, the procedure should be done! Whoever it is, whoever says it." 

Initiatives by People 

There has been a widespread movement in Asian countries among the people to fight 

against the cruel follow of FGM. There are numerous initiatives a number of them are: 

1 Organizations/NGOs 

Sahiyo 2  began a language between 5 women who felt powerfully about the ritual 

of feminine reproductive organ cutting (khatna) in the Bohra community. The cluster 

includes a social worker, a researcher, 2 filmmakers, and a journalist, all of whom are against 

the practice of khatna. Sahiyo is devoted to empowering DawoodiBohra 

and alternative Asian communities to finish feminine reproductive organ cutting (FGC) and 

build positive social change. By operating towards an FGC-free world, they aim to 

acknowledge and emphasize the values of consent and a child‟s/woman‟s right over her own 

body. They aim to alter a culture during which female physiological property isn't feared or 

suppressed but embraced as normal. Like Sahiyo several organizations are arising to fight 

against this cruel follow. 

                                                           
2 https://sahiyo.com/our-history/ accessed on March 16, 2017 
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2 Petitions For Change 

Masooma Ranalvi, a victim of this practice began a web petition urging ladies to talk 

about it. In an exceedingly historic move, Dawoodi Bohra ladies who have all been subjected 

to FGM have signed the petition overtly to finish this ritual. Since the cluster of similar 

women got along in 2015 underneath „Speak Out on FGM, ‟ they need haunted many 

campaigns to achieve dead set the community. They started with the 1st petition that was 

named once their group received 80,000 signatures. Another campaign known as „Not My 

Daughter,‟ started in April, had over one hundred fifty Bohra mothers and fathers pledging 

that they'll not place their girls through the suffering.Ranalvi has joined the movement with a 

campaign called „Each One Reach One‟, to unfold awareness on feminine reproductive 

organ cutting among Bohras. 

3 Documentaries 

A Pinch of Skin by Priya Goswami, a brief documentary created in 2012, depicts the 

following of feminine reproductive organ Cutting, Screened worldwide, the film received the 

celebrated National Award of Asian country for being the primary documentary to 

spotlight the taboo practice of khatna. The film brings along personal narratives on the 

expertise of undergoing the blade, juxtaposing each of the people that support the practice 

similarly as a tiny low however important voice of questioning dissent. There are a variety of 

films made by ladies speaking up concerning their experience and the way it affected their 

life. 

4 Medical Development 

The psychological harm will‟t be undone yet, there's the chance of 

another likelihood for them to possess a traditional life. within the United States, reversing 

surgeries are being performed, to repair the canal and also the clitoris. The procedure started 

in 2001, attending to repair the reproductive organ space in general. Later in 2004, an 

additional advanced procedure known as "Clitoraplasty” was improved by a French urologist, 

Dr. capital of South Dakota Foldès. The surgery is extremely useful because it can give the 

girl the flexibility to present birth naturally, to urinate comfortably, to flow comfortably, and 

it can give the woman an area of her pleasance back. the procedure aims to reveal the erectile 

organ tissue, however, unfortunately, it‟s not common. 

5 Legal Development 
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Advocate SunitaTiwari3, who has been performing on the difficulty of FGM for the 

last number of years, had filed an associate PIL within the Hon'ble Supreme Court of an 

Asian country against this cruel some follow. The Petitioner had raised the competition that 

the practice of FGM does not realize any mention in the sacred text or anyplace else, so it's 

not a vital part of faith, and thence the govt. may create legal provisions to finish this 

practice. The petitioner was additionally the same that the global organization General 

Assembly, through a special resolution in 2012, had illegal the follow. once this, twenty-

seven African countries banned the practice. however Asian country, which may be mortal to 

the convention on kid rights and human rights, has paid no heed to the difficulty so far. so 

there's have to be compelled to ban the practice as before long as possible. The Hon'ble 

Supreme Court of India had control in the Javedvs State of Haryana, (2003) SC and in 

Khurshed Ahmed Khan vs State of UP (2015), SC that "what was protected underneath 

Article twenty-five was the nonsecular faith and not a follow which can run counter to public 

order, health or morality". it absolutely was additionally determined “that a practice failed 

to acquire sanction of {faith} just because it was permitted”. so lawfully this practice of FGM 

has no sanction or protection. 

Legal Provision in India  

Due to the secrecy and also the non secular claims around the practice, there aren't 

any express provisions in India guiding the practice of FGM despite the very fact that India 

may be a mortal of global organization resolution for the cover of child and ladies and ending 

all kinds of exploitation. The concern of exclusion and social embarrassment had prevented 

the ladies who are subjected to the current follow to approach the court or filing any 

complaints. even though there aren't any express Acts/Provision regulations for this barbaric 

practice nevertheless a person, performing arts in this activity will be created liable 

underneath the following provisions : 

1 The Indian Penal  code  

a Section (320) within the Indian Penal Code describes bound forms of grievous hurt, ie 

if anyone causes hurt to a different person in any of the approaches laid out in the same 

section is liable for inflicting grievous hurt that may be a punishable offense they. The 

practice of FGM has certain long-run effects which are dangerous for the health of someone. 

These effects can fall within clause Eighthly of Sec 320, which includes 14the following : 

                                                           
3 Debayan Roy, SC Issues Notice to Centre in Female Genital Mutilation Case(May8, 2017) 

http://www.news18.com/news/india/sc-issues-notice-to-centre-in-female-genital-mutilation-case1395091.html accessed 
on July 15, 2017 
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 FGM causes severe pain and hemorrhage, shock, problems with passant urine, infections, 

injury to close reproductive organ tissue, and typically death as a result of severe 

bleeding. The pain inflicted by FGM doesn't stop with the initial procedure, however 

usually continues as ongoing torture throughout a woman‟s life per Manfred 

Nowak, global organization Special registrar on Torture. additionally to the severe 

pain throughout and in the weeks following the cutting, ladies who have undergone 

FGM expertise numerous semi-permanent effects - physical, sexual, and psychological. 

 Women might expertise chronic pain, chronic girdle infections, development of cysts, 

abscesses and reproductive organ ulcers, excessive connective tissue formation, infection 

of the procreative system, attenuated sexual enjoyment, and psychological consequences, 

corresponding to post-traumatic stress disorder. 

 Other complications from infibulations embody urinary and emission problems, 

infertility, later surgery (defibrillation and infibulation), and painful sexual intercourse. 

gender can solely turn up once gap the infibulation, through surgery or penetrative sexual 

intercourse. Consequently, sexual intercourse is often painful throughout the primary 

weeks after sexual initiation, and also the male partner may experience pain and 

complications. 

 When giving birth, the scar tissue may tear, or the gap has to be moved to permit the baby 

to come back out. once childbirth, ladies from some ethnic communities are usually 

seeded up once more to create them "tight" for their husbands (reinfibulation ). Such 

cutting and restitching of a woman‟s crotch ends up in painful connective tissue. 

b Section 326 within the Indian legal code: It states whoever, voluntarily causes 

grievous hurt by suggesting that of any instrument for shooting, stabbing or cutting, or any 

instrument which, used as a weapon of offense, is probably going to cause death is 

accountable for the offense underneath this section. FGM is a follow during which an area of 

the erectile organ hood is cut with a knife or a blade or other sharp object. so it'd be an 

associate offense underneath S. 326IPC. 

2 The Indian Constitution guarantees the essential} fundamental rights and freedom of 

equality and right to life and integrity (Article fourteen and Article twenty-one respectively) 

to each nation of the country. A lady may obtain protection under these provisions because 

the practice is offensive to of each these elementary Rights. 

 3 The Protection {of kidren|of youngsters of kids} from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 

(POCSO Act) addresses penetrative statutory offense by anyone on any child and The Goa 
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Children‟s Act, 2003 that defines „Sexual assault‟ and specifies it as 

“deliberately inflicting injury to the sexual organs of children”Also,  

4 Asian countries may be mortal to CEDAW (Convention for Elimination of all styles 

of discrimination against ladies) which mentions FGM as a kind of violence against women 

and discrimination supported gender. The CEDAW clearly states that it's the responsibility of 

States Parties to require "all applicable measures" to "modify the social and cultural patterns 

of conduct of men and women" in an endeavor to eliminate practices that "are based on the 

concept of the inferiority or the superiority of either of the sexes or stereotypical roles for 

men associated women".  

Changing Legal Scenario 

The following of FGM is being overtly criticized by folks. There is a range of 

efforts created by the people to fight against this practice. As a result of this, there has been 

recent development within the position of the practice. There have been initiatives taken by 

the govt. and openness on the topic. a number of the developments include: 

1 According to the previous Director of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), R.K. 

Raghavan, tho' FGM isn't expressly an offense underneath the IPC, on a complaint, the police 

would be indebted to register a case underneath section 326, IPC.15 This statement has given 

hope to several to come back forward and fight against this follow. 

2 The National Commission for ladies sixteen had the same that it supports the demand 

for a law to finish the practice of feminine reproductive organ injury (FGM) in India. On the 

International Day of intolerance to feminine reproductive organ injury (FGM), the women‟s 

panel chair received 2 petitions initiated on Change.org– „Speak Out on FGM‟ and a 

collection of thirty-three international organizations which has „Sahiyo‟. 

3 The Supreme Court on eighth May 2017 had issued notice to the Centre associated 

with four states namely Gujarat, Rajasthan, geographic region, and metropolis on a public 

interest proceeding (PIL) filed by an advocate seeking an entire ban on the following of 

feminine reproductive organ injury and creating it a punishable offense. A bench of jurists 

from Asian countries JS Khehar, Justice Dy Chandrachud, and Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul 

detected the petitioner and issued a notice to the Centre. "This issue is very sensitive and 

important," noted the CJI. 

4 Union Minister Maneka Gandhi had additionally given an 

announcement supporting the difficulty within the “We can write to various state 

governments and Syedna, the Bohra high priest shortly to issue an associate edict to 
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community members to present up FGM voluntarily because it may be a crime underneath 

Asian country legal code (IPC) and Protection of kids from Sexual Offenses (POCSO) Act, 

2012. If Syedna doesn't respond then we are going to usher in a law to ban the follow in 

India,” 

All these incidents show the ever-changing read of the folks similarly because of the 

law manufacturers about this barbaric activity. 

Conclusion 

The practice of feminine reproductive organ injury is a derogatory, barbaric, and cruel 

activity against young girls. It current in India and is practiced under the veil of culture and 

faith however has to be curbed. In Asian countries, there are bound provisions that may be 

accustomed to finishing this follow but they're not sufficient. So there's a desire for strict laws 

against this practice together with their correct implementation. Additionally the govt. must 

take the initiatives to unfold awareness concerning such practices. Thence there is a need for 

joint effort of each the law-makers and also the folks to fight against this practice. 


